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THTR 216
Improvisational Theater, Short-Form
Tues./Thur: 11:30 - 12:50
Bradley Hall 207 (on RU Campus)

Louis Wells
wells@njit.edu
973-596-3455
Office Hours
KUPFRIAN 113
Thursdays 1 - 2:30

Description: THTR 216 introduces the techniques of short-form improvisational performance through in-class
practical exercises that promote spontaneity and creative space work. Students work with game structure and short
narratives leading to public performances so the student gains insights only the live setting can impart.
Course Objective: To engage in spontaneous problem solving, critical thinking, and to exercise the creative muscle.
The student at the end of this course will be more confident working in groups and in a public setting.
Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to speak spontaneously under the pressure of a live performance. They
will engage their creativity and imagination. Students will also develop ability to take risks and recover from failures.
Prerequisites: Hum 102 and Cultural History (select from Hum 211, 212 or Hist 213).
Attendance: Part of your grade is based on participation. If you miss class, your participation grade gets reduced.
Text: Improvise by Mick Napier
Honor Code: The NJIT and Rutgers Honor Code will be upheld, and any violations will be brought to the immediate
attention of the Dean of Students. http://www.njit.edu/academics/pdf/academic-integrity- code.pdf
Grades:
• Readings - 10
• In-class participation - 20 (Evaluations given twice)
• Two Self evaluations - 20
• Reviews - 15
• Mid-Term - 10
• Final - 10
• Presentation - 15
Presentation: You and a partner will research and present the work of an improviser, approved by me. You can pick
an improviser from any field; music, art, electronic media, comedy, film, business, health, science, etc. (See handout)
Reading Summaries: When chapters are due in class, you will write an outline of three key ideas expressed in the
chapter and your thoughts on them. This is due the day the readings are due. It needs to be turned in via email or a
shared google doc.
Self Evaluations: You will turn in TWO of these. 700 Words.
•
• Part I
• What were your expectations of the class?
• How are you feeling about this kind of work?
• Where do you find yourself holding back?
• How can I help you take more risks?

Part II
• What changed after the mid-term?
• What was the strongest part of the class for you?
• Where did you struggle the most?
• What are you final thoughts about the class?

Extra Credit: You can see three improv performances and write reviews for 3%. You can do this three times for a total
of 9% extra credit.
Rules of Conduct: This is a class where you speak spontaneously. I take your ability to express yourself freely
seriously. With that said, we need to make the room a positive space for everyone. We cannot use a scene or exercise
to diminish another. This includes gender, race, class, ethnicity, or any other way we chose to identify ourselves. If
something happens in the class that makes you uncomfortable, please speak to me as soon as possible. In order to be
truly free, we have to feel safe.

Library: To excel in this course, you are expected to be able to locate and use web AND library resources
eﬀectively and to cite them correctly. Davida Scharf is the librarian who provides assistance to the students
and faculty in the Humanities. Contact her at scharf@njit.edu and take advantage of her expertise. For DIY
help, consult the Communications Research Guide and other forms of Research Help.
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In Class Performance, Self Evaluation due

A show at the
Magnet Theater
We’ll set a day in the first two weeks
of class

Erica Marx
Workshop
Macbeth
By William Shakespeare
November 13 - 16 at 7pm
November 17 at 2:30
Jim Wise Theater, NJIT
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